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Georgia State University’s Summer Institute is an excel-
lent program for you to experience all that an American 
university has to offer: high-quality academics, engaging 
experiential activities and abundant opportunities for 
cross-cultural learning. You will fall in love with Atlanta 
and soon consider it your “home away from home.” 
Our students can’t wait to meet you and show you all 
that Atlanta and Georgia State have to offer. The Sum-
mer Institute staff looks forward to welcoming you to 
Atlanta soon.
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What is the 
Summer Institute?

The Summer Institute is a four-week pro-
gram in which international students ex-
perience American higher education and 
culture. Students enroll in Academic English 
plus one elective of their choice. A signa-
ture experience of the Summer Institute is 
the Global Ambassador Program, in which 
Summer Institute students are paired with 
local students for language practice, cultural 
exploration and friendship.

WELCOME!

If someone wants 
to know more about 
American education, 
meet new interesting 
people from the 
whole world and 
feel as an American 
citizen for a little 
bit, then the Summer 
Institute can give 
you this opportunity. 

– Anastasia, Russia 
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My experience in the Summer 
Institute was definitely 
meaningful. It improved 
my English, broadened 
my horizons, and most 
importantly, made me more 
open-minded to accept 
different cultures.

– Linghan, Hong Kong

ABOUT 
GEORGIA 
STATE 

• 50,000+  
students (from  
all 50 states and  
160+ countries) 

• 10 Colleges, 100 
fields of study, 
and 250+ degree 
programs 

• 5th most 
innovative 
university in the U.S. 

• 14th most 
diverse university  
in the U.S. 
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Georgia State University, in 
dynamic downtown Atlanta, 
offers students an attractive 
opportunity to live and study 
in a diverse city with more 
than a dozen headquarters 
of Fortune 500 companies 
and a robust public 
transportation system.
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1. World of Coca-Cola
2. Attending the dolphin show at the 

Georgia Aquarium
3. Independence Day celebration and 

fireworks show at Centennial Park
4. Relaxing on a hot day at Lake Lanier
5. Enjoying dinner at a local family’s home
6. Riding SkyView for the best views  

of Atlanta
7. Six Flags amusement park
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15 Things Our Students Love About Atlanta

ATLANTA 
AND ITS 
HIGHLIGHTS

1 2

3 4 5
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This 
experience 
in Atlanta 
has presented 
me with a new 
window into 
the world.

– Woojoo, Korea

8. Shopping at Lenox Mall, Phipps Plaza, 
and outlet shopping malls

9. Climbing to the top of Stone Mountain
10. Food festivals
11. Riding bicycles on the BeltLine

12. Movie nights at local “Screens on  
the Green” 

13. CNN tour
14. White Water amusement park
15. Karaoke with new friends
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A Day in 
the Summer 
Institute

Every day is different and there are lots of options 
to explore and experience Atlanta and Georgia 
State. Here is a snapshot of life on our vibrant, 
downtown campus.

Breakfast in the Dining Hall 

Morning class

Fitness class at the Student 
Recreation Center

Afternoon class field trip

Picnic in Piedmont Park 
with friends

Atlanta exploration with  
Global Ambassador buddies

9AM

11AM

1PM

3PM

6PM

8PM
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All students take two courses: Academic English and an 
elective course. Minimum English proficiency requirements may 
apply. Courses are subject to change based on availability and 
enrollment. Additional field-specific courses may be offered, 
depending on interest.

Academic English 
This course is designed to improve academic English skills through interactive reading, 
writing, speaking and critical thinking exercises and projects. Students also participate in field 
trips centered on thematic areas, creating a deeper connection to Atlanta and its history and 

culture. Through this course – and daily English practice – 
students will see impressive results in their English compre-
hension, writing, and speaking. We offer multiple sections, 
depending on language proficiency.

Communication and Cultural  
Diversity in Healthcare Systems
The purpose of this course is to increase awareness of di-
verse cultures in the framework of intercultural communica-
tion skills. Students will enhance their knowledge of culture 
and assess its impact on intercultural communication. Topics 
related to culture and communication will be explored from 
a global perspective with a focus on cultural competency 
and service delivery to diverse groups. Students also will 
observe the communication styles in health professionals in 
the United States through field trips to local facilities, such 
as the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Culture of Health
This course is designed to introduce the student to the 
role of nursing in the context of different health systems 
and populations.
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Cultural Institutions and  
Museum Studies
This course introduces students to the field of Arts Administration and Cultural Institutions. 
Field trips to different cultural institutions will enable 
students to learn about professional and vocation-
al opportunities within the context of museums. 
Students will be introduced to a variety of learning, 
teaching, and administration theories for a museum 
career path. Students will have first-hand experience 
visiting several types of cultural institutions.   

Globalization and  
Business Practices
Interested in the future of the economy on an 
international scale? This course examines worldwide 
integration of economic, political, technological, 
cultural, and social facets to explore the impact of 
globalization on organizations and individuals world-
wide. Students develop an in-depth understanding of the macro 
environment of the global marketplace. They learn how to apply 
their knowledge of global markets through the simultaneous 
consideration of all business functions. Methodologies of country 
market assessment are researched and explored.

Introduction to U.S. Law
This course introduces students to the legal system and the 
fundamental concepts of law in the United States. The course 
includes an overview of the U.S. legal system including an intro-
duction to the study of law from a U.S. perspective, sources of 
law including the role of common law in the construction of U.S. 
law, the classification of law, the U.S. court system and the role 
of judges, civil litigation and alternative dispute resolution. Sub-
stantive and procedural subjects include constitutional law, torts, 
contracts, property and estate law, laws affecting business, family 
law, and criminal law.
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Molecular Biotechniques: 
From Genomics to 
Proteomics
This course provides students with a hands-on 
appreciation of some of the latest, cutting-edge 
technology used in molecular biological re-
search laboratories. Students will prepare and 
analyze DNA, RNA and proteins from differ-
ent cells and then see how each of these crit-
ical components of living cells can be analyzed 
and used to create a series of pictures that 
show how cells work at the molecular level.

Public Speaking
This course focuses on improving the public 
presentation skills necessary in almost every 
contemporary profession: sales or proposal 
presentations, lectures, political speeches, 
presentations at company meetings or aca-
demic conferences, or presentations to clients. 
It will emphasize skills required for developing 
effective presentation content, including data 
gathering and evaluation, structure and logic. 
These skills are important, whatever language 
is being used in the presentation, but because 
this course is designed for non-native speakers 

of English, there will be special emphasis on 
delivery skills focusing on English pronunciation 
and English idioms. This course is ideal for any 
student in any major.

Street Crime in America
This interdisciplinary course familiarizes stu-
dents with issues surrounding street crime 
in America. Topics to be covered include, 
but are not limited to, violent vs. non-vio-
lent street crime, offender decision-making, 
etc. The objective is for students to become 
familiar with the topic of street crime from a 
variety of perspectives (psychology, sociology, 
anthropology, political science, economics, 
etc.). 

The Science of Learning
This course explores how we learn and study 
best by examining theories and research that 
support effective learning and study strate-
gies. Students will practice effective learning 
strategies and apply the science of learning 
to help others learn best. Join us in learning 
how to learn. This course is applicable to any 
student in any major.
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GLOBAL AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

Weekend 
Excursions

Summer Institute participants have 
numerous opportunities to explore 
Atlanta and its local areas on the 
weekends through scheduled 
excursions or outings with their 
Georgia State buddies. Excursion 
itineraries are subject to change.
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The Global Ambassador Program (GAP)
pairs local students with incoming Sum-
mer Institute students for a cross-cultural, 
friendship-based experience. Global Am-
bassadors serve as guides for exploring 
Atlanta, language buddies for practicing 
English, and friends for just hanging out 
and relaxing on campus. They are cultur-
ally sensitive and knowledgeable about 
fun things to experience while studying at 
Georgia State and attend group excur-
sions to cultural sites such as World of 
Coca-Cola, Stone Mountain Park, and the 
Georgia Aquarium. 

Why do students love the Global Ambas-
sador Program? It offers unlimited oppor-
tunities to exchange linguistic support; 
share cultures; create long-lasting, world-
wide friendships; and build international 
networks.

First, the Summer Institute students are 
amazing. The group of friends that I was 
able to meet was incredible. They treated 
me like family, and we became close really 
fast. The program was created so I can 
help them, but they also helped me in 
many ways, and they made the month of 
July the most memorable month of the 
year so far.    – Richard

Spending time with my buddies was the best 
part [of the Global Ambassador Program]. 
Through my buddy I met her other friends 
who I have come to love and adore. They 
truly have become my friends.    – Blessing

Six Flags amusement park
Thrilling theme park outside the city

Indian Creek Lodge 
Georgia State-owned recreational park/swimming facility

Chattahoochee River tubing in Helen, Ga.
Relax on the river in a German-themed village in the mountains

Shopping at outlet malls
Get the best brands at the best prices

Fernbank Museum of Natural History
Natural history and science through engaging exhibits

Stone Mountain Park
A stunning laser show, hiking, and amazing views of Atlanta
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Summer Institute students live in safe and modern on-campus 
housing at the University Commons, located at 141 Piedmont 
Avenue. Students are assigned to a four-bedroom apartment in 
which they have a private bedroom and shared kitchen, living room, 
dining room, and bathroom.

The University Commons offers 
amenities such as:

• Free laundry

• Wi-Fi

• 24-hour security

• Study lounge

• Community lounge with TV

• Shuttle to campus and nearby
  shopping

Students who successfully pass the two Summer 
Institute courses can request an official academic 
transcript from the university via the online student 
portal. Fees associated with requesting academic 
transcripts will be the responsibility of the student.

Students who would like to transfer the academic 
credit to their home institution should be sure to check 
with their home institution to ensure transferability.

Summer Institute participants will also receive a 
Certificate of Completion at the end of the program.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

ACADEMIC 
CREDIT AND 
TRANSCRIPTS



Student health, safety and security are our top priorities. In addition 
to providing on-campus housing, the Summer Institute works with on-
campus partners to maximize safety and security.

The Summer Institute staff takes great pride 
in caring for its students. In addition to helping 
students throughout the application process, 
the staff will personally greet you at the air-
port and are available 24 hours a day for ques-
tions or assistance. The Global Ambassador 
buddies provide additional support as well, 
serving as peer advisers and local travel gurus. 
You’ll experience true southern hospitality in 
the Summer Institute.

HEALTH, SAFETY, AND SECURITY

All students are enrolled in a medical in-
surance plan through PGH Global as part 
of the Summer Institute fee. This does not 
include vision or dental benefits.

Health Insurance

Student Support 

• Summer Institute program director and/or 
staff are on call 24 hours a day.

• The Summer Institute works closely with 
International Student & Scholar Services to 
address any risk management concerns that 
may arise.

• As part of on-campus orientation, the 

Summer Institute provides health and safety 
information to participants, including informa-
tion on potential safety risks and strategies 
to help manage these risks and maximize 
participants’ safety while in the program. 

• Summer Institute participants have access 
to Student Health Clinic facilities, as well as 
Counseling and Testing Services.
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• In-state tuition & fees for six academic 
   credits

• On-campus housing

• Flexible meal plan

• Medical insurance

• Local Transportation
 - “Breeze Card” for local transportation
 - Transportation to/from airport plus  
   group trips to local attractions

• Admission to Atlanta attractions, which 
  may include:
 - World of Coca-Cola
 - Georgia Aquarium
 - CNN
 - High Museum of Art
 - Zoo Atlanta
 - Stone Mountain Park

• GSU PantherCard
 - Access to Recreation Center

Students should plan to arrive in Atlanta 
on June 30, in order to be rested and 
to fully participate in cultural activities in 
the following days. Program housing is 
not available prior to June 30. Below is a 
tentative overview of the 2017 Summer 
Institute (schedule is subject to change).

June 30: Students arrive in Atlanta

July 3: Orientation

July 4: National holiday / Fireworks at 
Centennial Olympic Park

July 5: Classes begin

July 26: Final exams begin

August 1: Program ends / Students depart

Weekends are free for excursions, shopping, or travel on
your own. Before planning individual excursions, check
with the Summer Institute program director to ensure
that you are not missing mandatory classes or excursions.

PROGRAM DATES

Program Fees and Other Costs
The 2017 Summer Institute costs $4,700, which includes:

& Library
*Airfare and visa fees are not included.
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Applying to the Summer Institute is easy. Follow the instructions 
below to submit your application today. Forms and application 
materials are available online at gsu.edu/summerinstitute.
For questions, please contact the Office of International Initiatives at oii@gsu.edu.
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ADMISSIONS INFORMATION 
AND DEADLINES

NEXT STEPS
March 1 
Apply online at gsu.edu/summerinstitute.

March 15 
Pay the $450 non-refundable deposit online through  
Flywire as an International Wire Transfer. 
Visit gsu.edu/summerinstitute for more details.
Note: In order to pay your deposit online, you need your Georgia 
State student ID number. You will receive this after your application 
has been processed by our Admissions team.

March 15
Complete International Student & Scholar Services’  
required documents for your student visa. 
Visit gsu.edu/summerinstitute for more information.

May 1 
Submit Certificate of Immunization form to the Office of 
International Initiatives at oii@gsu.edu. 

1
2

3

4

I feel very 
honored to 
go to school 
here. This is 
my dream. 
The school 
has the top-
level teacher 
resources, 
high-quality 
hardware 
conditions, 
various 
advanced 
science and 
technology, and 
good academic 
atmosphere.

– Xinbu, China

“

” 

• Admission to Atlanta attractions, which 
  may include:
 - World of Coca-Cola
 - Georgia Aquarium
 - CNN
 - High Museum of Art
 - Zoo Atlanta
 - Stone Mountain Park

• GSU PantherCard
 - Access to Recreation Center

Weekends are free for excursions, shopping, or travel on
your own. Before planning individual excursions, check
with the Summer Institute program director to ensure
that you are not missing mandatory classes or excursions.



Connect with us on social 
media at:

International Programs and Projects
Office of International Initiatives
P.O. Box 3987
Atlanta, Georgia 30302-3987
USA

Telephone: 404-413-2530
Fax: 404-413-2537
Email: oii@gsu.edu

For more information on the 
Summer Institute, please 
contact us at: 
gsu.edu/summerinstitute

facebook.com/GSUInternational

twitter.com/GSUOII

instagram.com/gsu_international

GSUOII


